TWO DAY COMPREHENSIVE WORKSHOP ON INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY
RIGHTS: DRAFTING, FILING AND MANAGEMENT ORGANISED BY THE DPIIT
IPR CHAIR, RMLNLU ON THE 4™ AND 5™ OF JANUARY, 2025

A two-day Comprehensive Workshop on Intellectual Property Rights: Drafting, Filing, and
Management was organized by the DPIIT IPR Chair at Dr. Ram Manohar Lohiya National
Law University, Lucknow on Saturday and Sunday. Several eminent speakers, including Dr.
Indra Dwivedy, Chief Scientist, CSIR; Dr. Vivek Srivastava, Senior Scientist, CSIR-NBRI;
Prof. Dr. Manish Singh, DPIIT IPR Chair Professor; and Dr. Vikas Bhati, Director of IP-
PRECISE (Center for IPR), were the distinguished resource persons in the workshop.

DPIIT IPR Chair Professor, Prof. (Dr.) Manish Singh delivered the welcome note. He noted
that the primary objective of the workshop was to enhance the knowledge of participants and
raise awareness about IPR, which would help them protect their creations. He also highlighted
the importance of understanding IPR and its role in the country’s economic development. He
emphasized that even government institutions are sometimes unaware of IPR, making it crucial
to have knowledge about protecting one’s rights. He also emphasized on the fact that IPR is an

art, not a science, which can only be mastered through consistent practice.



The Vice-Chancellor of the university, Prof. (Dr.) Amar Pal Singh, appreciated the theme of
the workshop. He explained that protecting one’s property is as important as creating it.
Referring to Jeremy Bentham’s statement, he said, “Law and property are born together, and
they die together.” He added that IPR is a field we are still exploring, and there are many
aspects yet to be fully understood. Intellectual property is emerging as a significant asset.
Drafting, filing, and other aspects of application are not just theoretical knowledge but require
practice for mastery. This workshop is a significant step toward raising awareness about IPR.
The workshop featured four technical sessions where distinguished speakers educated

participants on various aspects of IPR, such as filing applications, drafting, and management.
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Dr. Vivek Srivastava, in the first technical session, explained the concept of prior art. He stated
that “art” refers to useful knowledge, methods, or practices in any field, and “prior art” means
existing knowledge in a particular domain. New inventions are evaluated in reference to this
prior art. The first step for obtaining a patent is researching prior art. A patent is primarily a

business idea, so investors must receive returns on their investments. The second step is the



patentability search, which determines whether an invention is novel. He gave an example: if
a fifth leg is added to a chair, it might make it novel, but since the change is obvious, it would
not qualify for a patent.

In the second technical session, Prof. Manish Singh elaborated on the process of patent drafting
and filing. He mentioned that India ranks sixth globally in patent filing, with a 15.7% increase
in patent filings observed in 2023. The first step in the process is providing accurate and
complete information in Form 1. To do this, one must know whether the invention is patentable,
novel, and inventive. He explained the different types of patent specifications, emphasizing the
importance of claims as the most critical part. He simplified the entire patent drafting and filing

process for the participants.

In the third technical session, Dr. Indra Dwivedy discussed patent filing and prosecution. She
highlighted various types of patent applications and used contemporary examples, such as the
patent for 2-deoxy-D-glucose (used in the treatment of COVID-19), to explain the process.
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On the second day of the workshop, Dr. Vikas Bhati spoke on the topic of Intellectual Property
Management. He highlighted the nature of intellectual property rights, stating that intellectual
property is “non-excludable” meaning that once produced, it is available to all, as it is

impossible to exclude anyone from consuming it.



He emphasized the importance of protecting IPR because the tragedy of the market lies in the
fact that if IP becomes freely available to everyone, anyone could replicate it and sell it at a
lower price. The process of IP management begins even before conducting research. It starts
when you decide whether or not to undertake the research. He explained that selecting the
appropriate type of intellectual property is crucial—like patents for inventions, copyrights for

creations, etc.—and that registration is not mandatory to claim copyright.

He also shared some interesting facts about IPR, such as that bacteria are the only living entity
that can be patented, while treatment processes cannot be patented. There are two approaches
to IP management: research push and market push. Market push focuses primarily on economic
benefits, with research driven by commercial opportunities. These opportunities are analysed
before the research begins. In contrast, research push focuses on answering a technical
question, where research holds more significance than economic gains. He elaborated on the
entire process in detail. Regarding IP valuation, he explained that it is a process of determining
the value of intellectual property. Defining IP can be challenging, and determining its

appropriate value is even more difficult.

At the valedictory ceremony of the workshop, Prof. Manish Singh thanked all the participants
and mentioned that the scope of intellectual property is expanding over time. India has
strengthened its position as a global leader in intellectual property filings, ranking among the
top 10 countries for patents, trademarks, and industrial designs. This achievement underscores
India’s growing innovation capabilities. According to the World Intellectual Property
Organization’s (WIPO) annual report, India’s remarkable progress in 2024 highlights its role
as an emerging global leader in intellectual property. With significant growth in patents,

trademarks, and industrial designs, India is becoming a hub for global innovation.

In today’s time, intellectual property plays a pivotal role in all fields. Such workshops not only

raise awareness but also educate people about intellectual property rights.

Finally, certificates were distributed to all the participants. The workshop witnessed
participation from more than 15 institutions across the country and state, while participants
from cities like Kolkata, Chennai, and Delhi joined online. Around 50 researchers, working

professionals and students were active participants in the same.



Others present at the workshop were Dr. Ankita Yadav, Dr. Malay Pandey, Dr. Manish Bajpai,
Research Assistants, Ms. Himanshi Tiwari and Mr. Rishi Shukla, and Mr. Abhinav Sharma,

among others.
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